
 

  

 

Bob Purton represented the SVGA at a 
number of meetings during the year, most 
notably the Canadian Horticulture Council 
(CHC) meetings in Fredericton .  His report 
can be found in this newsletter and on the 
website.  
The Safe Foods for Canadians Regulations 
came into effect in January 2019.  
Producers selling produce into retail 
across provincial borders must now be 
licensed.  
The SVGA once again joined forces with 

the Saskatchewan Fruit Grower’s 

Association to host a one day 

“Saskatchewan Produce Conference” on 

January 19/2019.  Kaeley Kindrachuk (SK 

Ministry of Agriculture) spoke on Bio-

Security in Horticulture.  Jesse Todd (CFIA) 

explained the Safe Food for Canadians 

Act.  Dr. Ian Willick (Dept. of Plant 

Science, U of S) presented on quality and 

yield advantages to growing horticultural 

crops in Saskatchewan. 

Beth Connery (CHC) explained the 

Temporary Foreign Workers program.  

Connie led a discussion to investigate the 

need for crop insurance for the produce 

industry.  Doug Waterer (Judd Street 

Assoc.) presented ADOPT updates.  A very 

informative day followed by the annual 

meeting and a tour of the synchrotron.                    
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 Your SVGA!  

by Connie Achtymichuk 
   

The 2018 SVGA annual field day 
followed the Local Food Tour in the 
Osler area. Thanks to Gordon Enns, 
Saskatoon Food Council, for arranging 
this. We started our field day at the 
Farmyard Market with a tour of their 
store, dairy and gardens.  
 

 
 

Our second stop was to the gardens at 
Petter Farms. 

 
 

We enjoyed lunch at Pineview Farms 
with a presentation by Chris Buhler of 
Floating Gardens. 

 

The day ended with a tour of the U of S 
research plots thanks to Dr. Kate 
Congreves. 

 
 

              

SVGA FIELD DAY 
Monday, June 24, 2019 

Registration 
 9:00 -9:30 am 
$35 members 

$50 non-members 
(includes lunch) 

This year the SVGA is 
heading just North of 
Regina to Craven 
Riverside Farms and 
Lincoln Gardens.  Along 
the way we will be 
stopping at Kissel 
Cabbage & Last Mountain 
Distillery. 
Register by email: 
saskvegetable@agcouncil.ca 

Or call Karen at 
(306) 975-6881 
 

 

  



“Know a Grower” 
                           By Karen Mann 
 

 
   

Paintball PA, Corn Maze, Pumpkin Patch,  
Outdoor Laser Tag, Haunted House & Large 

Photovaltaic (Solar) Array 
 
George Lewko, PAg, owns Paintball PA, which includes a 
4 acre corn maze and a ½ acre pumpkin patch. He also 
has a small orchard of apples, Saskatoons, haskap, 
cherries and raspberries. George has been in operation 
for 25 years with paintball and 7 years with the 
pumpkins, corn maze and orchard. George gives many 
farm tours in the fall each year. 
They use their paintball employees to help with the 
pumpkin and corn.  George says it is always a challenge 
to find good staff. They sell right off the farm in the fall.  
Many pumpkins are sold at the annual Pumpkin Music 
Festival, Haunted Corn Maze and Haunted House. 
When I caught up with George he had been on the road 
teaching the Pesticide Applicators Course for Sask. 
PolyTech.  George is a Forensic Professional Agrologist. 
He is a lifetime member of the Optimist Club of Prince 
Albert- he chairs bingos, OptiMart Tradeshow and 
handles media relations. George just won the Samuel 
McLeod Business Award in Marketing for 2019 from the 
PA Chamber of Commerce- of which he is a member. He 
is the Past President of the Saskatchewan Institute of 
Agrologists.  He was awarded the SIA 2017 Recognition 
Award.  George is one busy guy!!! 

 

 
                    

          

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Vegetable Growers: What you need to know 

about Clubroot…. 
 
 Clubroot is not just a disease of canola.  It is a disease 

that has the potential to significantly reduce yields of 

all brassicas including vegetables such as cabbage, 

broccoli, rutabaga, brussel sprouts, cauliflower, 

radishes and kale. Weeds such as wild mustard, 

shepherds purse and stinkweed can also serve as hosts 

to the disease. 

Clubroot, caused by Plasmodiophora brassicae, is soil 

borne disease.  When it gets into the root, it causes the 

cells to grow and divide rapidly to form galls that in 

turn inhibit the plants ability to absorb water and 

nutrients.  This leads to stunting, yellowing and 

premature death of the crop.  The disease is favoured 

by warm, moist soils – just like vegetables!  While a 

pH below 6.5 may be preferred by Clubroot, the 

disease has been found in less acidic soils. 

 

                
 

Late in the season the infected roots will begin to 

disintegrate and release resting spores of the clubroot 

pathogen into the soil.  Every time a host crop is 

grown, the levels of resting spores will increase, 

increasing the potential damage and yield loss caused 

by the disease. These spores can be transported by 

earth tag on vehicles and equipment, wind, water, 

animals and  shoes.  They can also be moved as earth 

tag on seed potatoes!  Activities that move large  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

      

    

 

 
                            

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                                            

                                          

 
                                                                         

                                          

                                                       
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

                             

 
                              

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                                      

 
 

 

 
 

                                       

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Garlic Roasted Potatoes: 
Ingredients 
3 pounds small red or white potatoes 
1/4 cup good olive oil 
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt 
1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 
2 tablespoons minced garlic (6 cloves) 
2 tablespoons minced fresh parsley 

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F. Cut the potatoes in half or quarters 
and place in a bowl with the olive oil, salt, pepper, and garlic; toss until 
the potatoes are well coated. Transfer the potatoes to a sheet pan and 

spread out into 1 layer. Roast in the oven for 45 minutes to 1 hour or until 
browned and crisp. Flip twice with a spatula during cooking in order to 
ensure even browning. Remove the potatoes from the oven, toss with 

parsley, season to taste, and serve hot.  

 

Developing a Biosecurity Plan for Your Farm 
   By Connie Achtymichuk 

Biosecurity is a set of measures put in place to 
protect against the introduction and spread of 
disease, weed and insect pests and to effectively 
control them when they do arrive.  When applied, 
these measures can interrupt pathways of pest 
introduction and spread, protecting the crop from 
pest damage and reducing the costs associated with 
pest management. 
 
The benefits of incorporating biosecurity measures 
into everyday activities on the farm include: 

 Avoiding new pest introductions. 

 Minimized impact of pests already present. 

 Breaking the cycle of transmission from one 
field to another, or one farm to another. 

 Minimized production losses.  Maximized 
production. 

 Retention of profitable farmland values.  

 Customer and consumer expectations are 
met. 

 Existing markets are maintained and new 
markets are attracted. 

 
Currently, Clubroot is spreading into Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba.  Alberta has already been hit hard 
with over 1,000 fields affected.  Clubroot presents a 
significant biosecurity threat to Saskatchewan’s 
vegetable sector.  What other threats are there?  
What should you do to protect your operation and 
your industry? 
 
The SVGA has a Biosecurity Guide for Vegetable 
Growers.  This guide will help you develop protocols 
suitable to your farm.  Dr. Doug Waterer developed 
the guide and will offer a workshop in the fall.  Stay 
Tuned!!    

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2017 AGM of Canadian Horticultural Council 

March 13 - 15, 2018 in Ottawa 

Please note all committee chair reports plus President's and Vice 

President's reports are available on line at www.hortcouncil.ca. All the 

proceedings from the 2017 AGM are available on line. The reports from 

the various sectors are under; resources/publications/Annual Reports 
March 13, 2018 

Provincial Caucus Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1. Harvest Totals Per Variety for All Dates (Aug. 21, Aug. 
28, Sept. 5 and Sept. 11)  
 

 
 
The top three producers for marketable count and weight were 
Little Finger, Goldfinger and Baby Spike. The top three 
producers for marketable weight were Little Finger, Adelaide 
and Carvejo.  
The variety Little Finger was found to be the clear winner, 
producing the highest count and weight of marketable baby 
carrots. Little Finger more than doubled the marketable 
production of the current variety being used by industry 
Mokum, in both count and weight. 
 
Conclusions and Recommendations: The objective of this 
project was to compare nine carrot varieties to the industry 
standard for the production of baby carrots. It was found that 
four of the varieties grown out produced the current variety 
being used by industry (Mokum) based on marketable count 
and weight. The variety Little Finger, out-produced all other 
varieties in both marketable count and weight. Based on count 
of marketable product, Little Finger produced 25% more than 
the next highest variety, Goldfinger. Based on weight of 
marketable product, Little Finger produced 33% more than the 
next highest variety, Adelaide. 
Areas of further study for this project include exploring 
parameters such as ease of mechanical harvest, shelf 
life/storage and flavour. 
 
Acknowledgements: 

 Angela Stoppler, ICDC Acting Horticultural Research 

Technician, for project implementation and plot 

maintenance 

 Joel Peru, Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation Agrologist, 
for assisting in setup and field work 

 Cara Drury, Ministry of Agriculture , Irrigation 
Agrologist, for assisting with setup & field work. 

 ICDC staff for assisting in setup and field work 

 CSIDC staff for allowing facilitation of the project and 

assisting with project work 

 Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture for ADOPT 

funding. 

 

For more information on this or other ADOPT 

projects check out the SVGA website or contact 

Connie Achtymichuk. 

(connie.achtymichuk@gov.sk.ca ) 

Variety Undersize Undersize Mktable Mktable Oversize Oversize Misshapen Misshapen

Count Yield Count Yield Count Yield Count Yield

(kg) (kg) (kg) (kg)

Caracas 938 2.56 86 2.48 8 0.31 7 0.04

Sprint 698 1.39 239 1.84 548 12.23 37 0.51

Goldfinger 474 2.68 760 10.76 335 12.96 29 1.14

Sweetness 270 0.57 329 3.91 743 25.59 32 0.93

Mokum 183 0.52 406 6.12 791 34.74 59 1.74

Yaya 144 0.45 366 7.89 543 30.33 40 1.33

Little Finger 604 2.27 1015 19.70 638 46.43 116 3.06

Carvejo 129 0.49 621 12.40 465 21.20 68 2.16

Baby Spike 1242 3.08 707 5.25 847 17.26 143 2.17

Adelaide 140 1.39 558 13.14 206 7.97 47 2.13

Demonstration of Baby Carrot Varieties -  ADOPT 2018 
 
Project Rationale: Baby carrots are shorter and narrower than 
other commercially available carrots. They are becoming 
popular in the market, allowing producers to receive a premium 
for the size and giving the producers opportunities to expand 
exports to neighboring provinces. The current variety used by 
Saskatchewan producers for baby carrots was chosen based on 
superior growth and flavor characteristics, but tends to grow 
too long to meet specifications. Identifying a carrot variety with 
similar growth and flavor characteristics, but a shorter 
expression will increase producer’s profitability. This will be 
achieved by increasing the amount of production sold as baby 
carrots.  
 
Methodology: This project consisted of 10 carrot varieties, 
replicated three times in a randomized complete block design. 
Each treatment consisted of six, six meter rows.  
Seeding took place on June 4th, 2018. There was a small rainfall 
event while seeding and all varieties were seeded into wet 
ground. Non-pelletized seed was planted with a wheel planter; 
while the pelletized seed was planted by hand due to 
mechanical injury to the seed coat. All pelletized seed was 
planted at a one-inch spacing.  
A 0-12” soil sample was taken for the plot area and found that 
background nutrient levels were adequate for growing carrots; 
therefore, no fertilizer was applied. 
Drip irrigation was installed on June 6th. Soil moisture was 
monitored via Watermark sensors and maintained at 65% field 
capacity throughout the growing season.  
 Linuron was applied at the label’s recommended rate for 
control of weeds. 
For each plot, one of the four centre rows was  
harvested every two weeks once an acceptable marketable size 
was achieved. The first harvest took place on August 21st and 
was repeated on August 28th, September 5th and September 
11th.  

 
Results: Harvested carrots were sorted into four size 
categories, counted and weighed. The size categories were: 
Undersize (< 31/2” length and or < 3/8” diameter), Marketable (> 
31/2” < 6” length and > 3/8” < 1” diameter), Oversized (> 6” 
length and or > 1” diameter) and Misshapen. The total counts 
and weights for all four harvest dates are reported in Table 1. 

 

mailto:connie.achtymichuk@gov.sk.ca


2018 AGM of Canadian Horticultural Council 
March 05 - 07, 2019 in Fredericton NS 

 
Please note all committee chair reports plus President's and Vice 
President's reports are available on line at www.hortcouncil.ca. All the 
proceedings from the 2018 AGM are available on line. The reports from the 
various sectors are under; resources/publications/Annual Reports 
 
March 05, 2019 
Provincial Caucus Meeting 
Arrived late in the morning due to the Fredericton Airport being closed due 
to poor weather the night before. 
 
CFIA put on a presentation on the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations. One 
of the new mandates is the ability to change grades a lot easier compared to 
the old system. 
 
Traceability is a big issue: 

Lot codes are important for trace back. 
Trace back – date when food was provided and by whom 
Trace forward – to whom they provided food to 

Fresh Food and Vegetables have to comply by January 2020. 
 
Big concern within the industry is how this is going to apply to bulk shippings 
of vegetables. CFIA wants lot codes on each bundle, bunch or package. CPMA 
is lobbying for changes due to the complexity and potential costs involved to 
implement the process. 
 
Dr Adam Fenech presented on the issues of climate change. Temperatures 
are increasing across the country but predominately in the West, BC, AB and 
SK. Two degree increase doesn't sound like much but if the temperature 
dropped six degrees celsius then we would be in another Ice Age. 
 
PMRA – Revaluation coordination review 

Revaluation occurs every 15 years or sooner if warranted. 
Currently 125 revaluations in need of review. 
Over the next 5 years over 145 additional revaluations required. 

PMRA will be publishing a report from sessions conducted on operations. 
They are looking for efficiency gains as they are currently short staffed. They 
will be publishing leaflets on what the reasons are behind their decisions 
regarding specific revaluations. 
 
Reviewed the resolutions to come before committee. 
 
March 06, 2019 
President's Report - See Hort Council Web Page. 
 
Executive Director's Report - See Hort Council Web Page 
One additional point was made and that was that PMRA has reduced 
resources and yet their mandate is increasing. The push is on to include 
economics to show how the re-evaluations effect the farmer. 
 
Trade and Marketing Committee 
Report form Chair – see Hort Council Web page. 

Current position is that the new NAFTA will not be signed until the 
tariffs from the US on steel and aluminum are lifted. 

 
Katherine McDonald – Trade Negotiator with Ag Canada 

Canadian Horticulture Developed $5.9 billion in sales last year, of 
that Veg was 31%, Potatoes 22% and 
Greenhouse 25%. 
Exports of $3.8 billion up substantially from 2012 
CPTPP – opportunities with blueberries and cherries in Japan and 
Vietnam 
CETA – 94 % of EU tariffs eliminated – growth is a priority 

 
Business Risk Management Committee 
Report form Chair – see Hort Council Web page. 
 

Business Risk Management tools such as AgriStability have low 
participation, only 30%. It is a poor program and doesn't cover the 
losses. 

New accelerated depreciation rules are in force until 2024. 
 

Business Risk Management Review – Scott Ross Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture 

Coalition that was formed in 2017 to review BRM tools is working 
towards reforming the current BRM tools. 
Participation concerns remain. 
The Focus on disaster relief is still a concern. 
Need fundamental improvement. 
The external advisory panel that was set up gave a number of 
recommendations including the following: 

Develop a BRM that covers the gaps with the current 
slate of BRM's 
Revamp AgriStability 
Maintain AgriInvest 
Modernize AgriInsurance premium setting 
Looking at reducing complexity of AgriStability 

Broader changes are being looked such as margin based and 
revenue based approaches including 
a possible hybrid of AgriInvest and AgriStability. 
Working to make the BRM's easier to use and access. 

 
Greg Thomaret FCC - Data Security 

FCC AgExpert (software) looking at data security 
Update for potato growers 
Future update for Canada GAP input 
Moved to cloud but producers don't trust cloud, 
privacy of data important 
 

Energy and Environment Committee 
Report form Chair – see Hort Council Web page. 

Carbon pricing – need to level playing field from one province to 
the other 
 

Judy Meltzer – Environment Canada 
Putting price on carbon $20 per tonne of CO2 in 2019 and raising 
$10 per tonne per year to $50 per tonne. 
$20 per tonne relates to 4.42 cents per litre of gasoline and 3.91 
cents per cubic metre for natural gas. 
Currently climate Action Incentive Payments in ON, SK, Mb and 
NB based on 2018 tax assessments. 
 

March 7, 2019 
Plenary Session 
Review of documentary on the temporary farm worker program reflecting 
the positive side of the program and the benefits that the workers get from 
it. It is currently viewable on You Tube the title “Heartbeat – A Celebration of 
International Farm Workers”. 
 
I strongly recommend viewing it – its an excellent production that reflects 
well on the industry. 
 
It was recommended by the production company to continue and follow up 
with emphasis on the work done by the workers. 
 
Industry Standards and Food Safety 
Report form Chair – see Hort Council Web page. 

Government working on proper recall action plan after the major 
hiccup with the recall for Romaine Lettuce last year. 
Committee looking ahead now with the implementation of the 
Safe Food for Canadians Act. 

 
Heather Gale – Canada GAP – Link between Canada GAP and Safe Food for 
Canadians 

Safe Food for Canadians recognizes that CanadaGAP meets 100% 
food safety elements. 
Preventative controls in Safe Food for Canadians is same thing as 
Control Measures in CanadaGAP. 
CFIA recognizes CanadaGAP for 100% preventative controls. 
Regulations require a Written Control Plan – this is covered in the 
CanadaGAP Manual. 
CanadaGAP needs traceability only down to case level, NOT 
individual consumer item. 



CFIA did the comparison between CanadaGAP and Safe Food for 
Canadians and is trying to accommodate CanadaGAP to conform 
to CFIA requirements. 
Differences found were all outside food safety e.g. market 
attributes, labeling, packaging, grade standards, etc 
Solution for this issue is to write preventative controls for those 
procedures outside of CanadaGAP scope. 
Lots of oversight of CanadaGAP by CFIA. 
CFIA will still do inspections, however, CanadaGAP membership 
will factor into the degree of inspection. 
The CanadaGAP Manual covers all HACCP requirements. CFIA 
should not question it!! 

 
Labour Committee 
Report form Chair – see Hort Council Web page. 
 
Production of Documentary and short videos available on line or at the Hort 
Council Website. 
Potential of on line LIMA coming this year. 
 
Steven West – ESDC – Next Steps for Labour in Agriculture 

Looking at trusted employer model. 
Changes coming for advertising for LIMA. 
Implemented National Quality Program (reduces the number of 
questions). 
Looking at more standardization of LIMA. 
Testing new ways of supporting workers that need to move from 
work. 
Plan to launch digital LIMA. 
Refine TFSA website. 
Publish TFSA policy for public use for transparency. 
Came away with five key recommendations from consultation: 

1) Expand definition of Primary Agriculture. 
2) Simplify program structure into 2 streams. 
3) Align wage methodology with other TFSA. 
4) Recognized employer model. 
5) Develop national approach to housing standards 
across country. 

Emphasis is being placed on items 1,4 and 5 for this year. 
Government is committed to continue engaging with primary 
stakeholders involved. 
 

Crop Protection Committee 
Report form Chair – see Hort Council Web page. 
 
PMRA revaluation program not sustainable in its present form. 
 
Deborah Lorenzin – National Manager for plant health and biosecurity – 
CFIA 

In 2018 Canadian Plant Health Council was initiated – working on 
2-3 priorities over the next two years. 
Eleven members on the Council including CHC, Federal 
Government, Provincial Governments and Academia. 
The scope covers plant pests and inputs. 
Three priority areas – Surveillance, Emergency Response and Bio 
Security. 
 

Vegetable Committee 
Regional Reports – basically bad across the country with Fall 
weather being the number one issue. 
 
The cluster projects got under way and two projects are being 
funded for the vegetable group. 

1. Optimizing Delia pest monitoring and management 
in vegetable brassicas. 
2. Development of All-Male Asparagus hybrids with 
improved traits. 
 

Ann Fowlie – Dispute Resolution Corporation – DRC 
 

DRC is a means for Businesses to resolve any issues with produce 
that is sold and payments not being made by another business. 
Grade standards are written into the regulations by CFIA. 

Currently has a significant membership, over 1700 in Canada 
alone. 
Have to be a member of DRC to ship produce across international 
or provincial borders. 
Grades matter for DRC – grades describe fruit and veg and 
associated defects – everyone is on the same playing field. 
Looking at harmonizing with US Grade Standard. 
Looking at multiphase modernization initiative – 18 months to 
implement and will be consulting with I 
industry. 
DRC will manage all communications. 
Templates will be developed for each commodity. 
Will need people from veg growers for consultation. 
Need preventative control plan for packing. 
 

Committee of the Whole: 
Resolutions were passed and appointments of committee heads completed. 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Bob Purton 
President 
Saskatchewan Vegetable Growers Association 

    Respectfully Submitted,  

Bob Purton  
President  

Saskatchewan Vegetable Growers Association 

 


