
 

  

 

Bob Purton represented the SVGA at a 

number of meetings during the year, most 

notably the Canadian Horticulture Council 

(CHC) meetings in Ottawa.  Bob sits on 

the Labour Committee with CHC.  His 

report can be found in this newsletter and 

on the website.  There were some issues 

with slow processing of LMIA’s with the 

Seasonal Agriculture Worker Program 

(SAWP).  An AAFC consultation 

regarding Temporary Farm Worker 

Programs (TFWP) was held on May 15.  

Dana Lajoie and I, along with about 30 

representatives from grower associations 

and farming operations attended. 

Instead of participating in the Green 

Trades Conference in November, the 

SVGA decided to join forces with the 

Saskatchewan Fruit Grower’ Association 

to host a one day “Saskatchewan Produce 

Conference” on January 20/2018.  The 

groups shared some speakers and had 

some separate presentations as well.  Kate 

Congreves delivered a presentation on Soil 

Health highlighting some of her research.  

George Lewko, PAg, did a great job with a 

presentation on Improving Your Online & 

Social Media Presence.  Gary Hughes, 

Manager- Local Business Development, 

informed the attendees of changes in local 

purchasing that Sobey’s is implementing.  

Clinton Monchuk, Farm and Food Care 

Saskatchewan, discussed public trust in the 

food and farming industry. I presented 

data on the 7 ADOPT projects that the 

SVGA conducted in 2017.  I appreciated 

the enthusiasm of the producers who 

attended. Thanks to Karen Mann, ACS for 

organizing this awesome event. 
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 Your SVGA!  

by Connie Achtymichuk 
   

What a difference a year makes!   My 

comments in this column referring to 

2016 were wet…wet…wet…., but 2017 

was dry…dry…dry…. with most areas 

in the province only reaching half the 

normal rainfall.  Of course the drought 

came with some pretty warm 

temperatures as well. 

 

All who attended SVGA annual field 

day in Outlook enjoyed their day.  

Thanks to Dan, Travis and Chelsea for 

providing an excellent morning tour of 

Spring Creek Garden’s packaging and 

storage facilities, the greenhouses and 

fields.  You provided great information.  

After a quick barbeque lunch at CSIDC, 

the tour headed off to the field for a 

quick look at the ICDC vegetable plots.  

The ADOPT trials included shelling 

pea, broccoli, cauliflower, bok choy, 

napa cabbage, late blight resistant 

tomato and tapered sweet red pepper 

variety trials.  Thanks to the ICDC 

staff, Joel Peru and Wali Soomro as 

well as Dr. Dale Tomasiewicz for 

showing us the horseradish trials.  I 

hope everyone who took samples got 

them planted.  Finally thanks to Russel 

Goodall and his staff at Wolf Willow 

Winery for the impromptu haskap and 

cherry orchard tour and wine tasting.  

Along with impressive fruit and 

veggies, we experienced some pretty 

great homegrown hospitality.     
 

                                         

 
 
    

             

 

SVGA FIELD DAY 
Monday, June 25, 2018 
Explore the Local Food 

Trail! 
Registration 10:00-10:30 am 

$35 members 
$50 non-members 

 
This year the SVGA is 
heading just North of 
Saskatoon to learn about 
how a group of Osler area 
farmers are working 
together to increase 
awareness and sales of 
the wide variety of food 
grown and produced in 
the region.  The Local 
Food Trail- Osler project 
is sponsored by the 
Saskatoon Food Council, 
RM of Corman Park & the 
Town of Osler. 
Stops include: 
-Farmyard Market 
(produce, meat & baking) 
-Petter Farms (produce) 
-Pine View Farms 
(natural meats) and 
-U of S Research plots. 
 

Register by email: 
saskvegetable@agcouncil.ca 
Or call Karen at 
(306) 975-6881 

  



“Know a Grower” 
                    By Karen Mann 

     
Marquette Gardens 

 

Emile & Sylvia Marquette own Marquette Gardens 

and farm near the hamlet of Periogord-north of 

Kelvington.  They have been farming for 39 years.  

The first 30 were dairy farming.  Emile and Sylvia 

say they got into gardening by accident-was it so 

that they could cut their hours of work?  They grow 

all types of vegetables with the main crop being 

beets, grown for the Co-op.  They also grow 

cabbage for Sobeys.  Marquette Gardens sells to 

five farmer’s markets per week and also to the 

many people who drop by the farm for produce.  

Those who visit the farm are treated to a beautiful 

yard with hundreds of flowers, and maybe a tour of 

the greenhouse filled with tomatoes and cucumbers.  

This year Marquette Gardens have roughly 40 acres 

of vegetables planted. 

The Marquette’s are grain farmers as well.  This 

family believes in supporting community.  They do 

many farm tours throughout the season.  Emile has 

been president for the Dairy Farmers of 

Saskatchewan, is a founding member of the Prairie 

Fresh Food Corporation and Vice-President of the 

SVGA.  He is also a member of many local boards 

and committees.  Emile and Sylvia have 5 children 

and 4 grandchildren who spend much of their time 

at the farm.  When these two grandparents aren’t 

watching hockey, they might be found singing at a 

local event. 

 

                    
             

 

 
 

 
 

 



Vegetable Growers: What you need to know 

about Clubroot…. 
 
 Clubroot is not just a disease of canola.  It is a disease 

that has the potential to significantly reduce yields of all 

brassicas including vegetables such as cabbage, broccoli, 

rutabaga, brussel sprouts, cauliflower, radishes and kale. 

Weeds such as wild mustard, shepherds purse and 

stinkweed can also serve as hosts to the disease. 

Clubroot, caused by Plasmodiophora brassicae, is soil 

borne disease.  When it gets into the root, it causes the 

cells to grow and divide rapidly to form galls that in turn 

inhibit the plants ability to absorb water and nutrients.  

This leads to stunting, yellowing and premature death of 

the crop.  The disease is favoured by warm, moist soils – 

just like vegetables!  While a pH below 6.5 may be 

preferred by Clubroot, the disease has been found in less 

acidic soils. 

 

                
 

Late in the season the infected roots will begin to 

disintegrate and release resting spores of the clubroot 

pathogen into the soil.  Every time a host crop is grown, 

the levels of resting spores will increase, increasing the 

potential damage and yield loss caused by the disease. 

These spores can be transported by earth tag on vehicles 

and equipment, wind, water, animals and  shoes.  They 

can also be moved as earth tag on seed potatoes!  

Activities that move large volumes of soil between 

regions or transport infected soil directly to non-infect 

area are considered to have the highest risk. 

 

Best management practices for Clubroot Prevention  and 

Management include: 

1. Minimize the movement of soil from field to 

field by cleaning off equipment when practical 

and by creating an exit separate from the field 

entrance. 

2. Do not source seed potatoes from areas where 

Clubroot is known to exist. 

3. Practicing a three year rotation at a minimum, 

with brassicas planted only once in three years. 

4. Control volunteer canola and brassica weeds 

throughout the crop rotation. 

5. Scout fields for disease, paying special attention 

to field entrances, low areas and areas where 

stunting and yellowing might be occurring. 

 

“Tastes Like Takeout”- Cauliflower Rice 
1 ½ lbs (5 cups) cauliflower florets 

2 tablespoons soy sauce 

1 tablespoon sesame oil 

1 tablespoon freshly grated ginger 

¼ teaspoon pepper 

2 tablespoons vegetable oil, divided 

2 large eggs beaten 

2 cloves garlic, minced 

1 onion, diced 

6 oz broccoli florets, chopped 

2 carrots, peeled and grated 

½ cup frozen corn 

½ cup frozen peas 

2 green onions, thinly sliced 

½ teaspoon sesame seeds 

 
1.  In bowl of a food processor or blender, pulse cauliflower until it 

resembles rice.  (2 -3 min); set aside. 

2. In a small bowl, whisk together soy sauce, sesame oil, ginger 

and pepper; set aside. 

3. Heat 1 tbsp vegetable oil in a medium skillet over low heat.  Add 

eggs and cook until cooked through (2-3 min/side) flipping over 

once.  Let cool before dicing into small pieces; set aside. 

4. Heat remaining 1 tbsp vegetable oil in a large skillet or wok over 

medium high heat.  Add garlic and onion to the skillet and cook 

stirring often, until onions have become translucent, (3 – 4 

minutes).  Stir in broccoli, carrots, corn and peas.  Cook stirring 

constantly until vegetables are tender, (3 to 4 minutes). 

5. Stir in Cauliflower, eggs, green onion and soy sauce mixture.   

6. Cook until cauliflower is tender (3 to 4 minutes) 

7. Serve immediately, garnished with sesame seeds, if desired. 

                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

      

    

 

 
                            

 

 

 
  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                            

                                          
 

                                                                         

                                          
                                                       

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

                             
 

                              

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                                                                      
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
                                           

 

 

Fluazinam is registered for use on some brassica 

vegetables at or prior to transplanting, however, 

chemical control is inconsistent and expensive 

especially if the disease is not present.  There are no 

chemical control products available for application after 

detection of the disease. 

In Saskatchewan, Clubroot has been declared a pest 

under The Pest Control Act.  As such, Pest Control 

Officers can be appointed to enforce, enter land , 

collect specimens and issue orders.  This also allows 

for development of bylaws to prevent , control or 

destroy clubroot.  

Clubroot has been confirmed in a few locations in 

Saskatchewan.  For more information on this disease, 

please visit www.clubroot.ca or  

http://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-

natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-

and-ranchers/crops-and-irrigation/disease/clubroot-

management-plan , or call the Agriculture Knowledge 

Centre, toll free at 1-866-457-2377 or email 

aginfo@gov.sk.ca  

- Connie Achtymichuk 

-  
 

 

http://www.clubroot.ca/
http://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/crops-and-irrigation/disease/clubroot-management-plan
http://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/crops-and-irrigation/disease/clubroot-management-plan
http://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/crops-and-irrigation/disease/clubroot-management-plan
http://www.saskatchewan.ca/business/agriculture-natural-resources-and-industry/agribusiness-farmers-and-ranchers/crops-and-irrigation/disease/clubroot-management-plan
mailto:aginfo@gov.sk.ca


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

2017 AGM of Canadian Horticultural Council 

March 13 - 15, 2018 in Ottawa 

Please note all committee chair reports plus President's and Vice 

President's reports are available on line at www.hortcouncil.ca. All the 

proceedings from the 2017 AGM are available on line. The reports from 

the various sectors are under; resources/publications/Annual Reports 
March 13, 2018 

Provincial Caucus Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know that there are Potato Regulations in 

Saskatchewan? 
Anyone growing potatoes for sale in Saskatchewan must comply 

with Bacterial Ring Rot and Late Blight Control Regulations 

under the Pest Control Act. 

Under these regulations, producers are required to: 

 Plant foundation class seed or better. 

 Maintain accurate records of all plantings including: 

o  field locations and planting dates 

o  the weight and class of the seed planted 

o  copies of  each bill of sale, seed tags and/or 

bulk movement certificates. 

 Plant on land free from bacterial ring rot. 

 Properly dispose of cull piles prior to June 15. 

 

The Minister of Agriculture enforces these regulations through a 

provincially appointed officer. The regulations can be found on 

the Sask. Ministry of Agriculture’s website at 

http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regula

tions/P7R4.pdf  

  

http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regula

tions/P7R5.pdf 

 

Federal Regulations: Are you aware that the final 

publication of the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations in the 
Canada Gazette, Part II is anticipated in 2018?  Canadian and 
international stakeholders will have a period of time to get 
ready to meet the new requirements before they come into 
force.  Information and guidance resources will be available at 

the time of the final publication in Canada Gazette II to help 

businesses understand and transition to the new regulations. 

More details on the timing for the coming into force of the Act 

and Regulations will be available when the regulations are 

published. The new Safe Food for Canadians Act consolidates 

the authorities of the Fish Inspection Act, the Canada 

Agricultural Products Act, the Meat Inspection Act, and the food 

provisions of the Consumer Packaging and Labelling Act. 

The intent of the Safe Food for Canadians Act is to make food as 

safe as possible for Canadian families;  

 Protect consumers by targeting unsafe practices;  

 Implement tougher penalties for activities that put 

health and safety at risk;  

 Provide better control over imports;  

 Institute a more consistent inspection regime across all 

food commodities; and  

 Strengthen food traceability. 

The new legislation may require: 

• Licensing of producers selling interprovincially. 

• DRC Licensing of producers selling interprovincially.  

• Food Safety protocols beyond CanadaGAP. 

 

- Connie Achtymichuk 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriculture Development Fund (ADF) 

 

1) Reducing the risk of pathogen contamination 

on fresh fruits and vegetables - conducted by 

Dr. Chris Yost is assessing contamination risks 

associated with various on farm practices.   

 

2) Horseradish Production and Quality 

Assessment conducted by Dr. Dale 

Tomasiewicz will demonstrate the potential 

to grow horseradish commercially in  

Saskatchewan and will evaluate      

      rootstock collected from various locations in  

      Saskatchewan to determine the suitability 

      for market. 

            

3)   Developing a soil health assessment protocol 

for Saskatchewan producers – conducted by 

Dr. Kate Congreves to identify the soil 

properties that best characterize soil health in 

the semi‐ arid prairies; develop a new 

producer‐ oriented manual (soil health 

assessment protocol) for measuring soil health 

in Saskatchewan and to quantify the effects of 

medium and long-term agricultural 

management (tillage system & crop rotation) 

on soil health. 

 

     Other Funding 

 

1)  Nitrogen rates and cover cropping of fertilizer  

use efficiency and soil health in vegetable 

production systems in Saskatchewan – 

conducted by Dr. Kate Congreves.  This 

project is funded by the Department of Plant 

Sciences and Prairie Dome Potatoes Inc. 

2018.         

 

 

http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/P7R4.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/P7R4.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/P7R5.pdf
http://www.qp.gov.sk.ca/documents/English/Regulations/Regulations/P7R5.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 AGM of Canadian Horticultural Council 
March 13 - 15, 2018 in Ottawa 
Please note all committee chair reports plus President's and Vice 
President's reports are available on line at 
www.hortcouncil.ca. All the proceedings from the 2017 AGM are 
available on line. The reports from the various sectors are under; 
resources/publications/Annual Reports 
 
Provincial Caucus Meeting- March 13, 2018 

Went over the proposed budget for CHC and noted  a two percent increase in 

membership fees for next year.The current budget has the organization 

projecting a positive balance at the end of the year. Currently the budget has 
increased due the hiring of a new Crop Protection Specialist 

March 14, 2018 President's Report See Hort Council Web Page. 

Executive Director's Report See Hort Council Web Page. Also of Note 

Saskatchewan is the only province that CHC senior staff have not visited. 

They would dearly like to come here and see what we are doing from the 

Hort side. Labour Committee 

Report from Chair – see the Hort Council Web page. 

– Farm tours were arranged for three Ministries to get 

acquainted with farm operations. This occurred in August 

2017. The respective Ministries wanted to see 17 farms and 
wanted to talk to workers without the Employer present as 

well as have access to bunk houses for inspection by their 

people. 

– Unfortunately the outcome of the tours resulted in three 

farmers getting risked based Integrity Audit. 

– Lots of challenges currently. Farmers are assumed guilty 

when prosecuted with audit. 

– Need to ensure new Video production for  promoting SAWP 

is out asap 

– Minister Mcauley is very supportive and realizes that there 
are issues with ESDC targeting farms. 

Primary Agriculture Review – Portia McDonald CAHRC 

– Role of Canadian Agriculture Human Resource Council is to 

supply support for employers and employees in the ag 

industry. Conduct Ag Research for Human Resources 

– Horticulture is poised for growth and the Federal Government 

is aware it will drive GDP – Need workers to achieve this 

growth:  

– 10 years ago 30,000 workers Short 

– 2016 60,000 workers Short 

– 2025 114,000 workers short 

– Agricultural vacancy rate really high average 7% overall 

typical vacancy rate is 1% 

– If no SAWP then horticultural would not exist in Canada 

– CARHC to act as liaison with ESDC, Ag Canada and 

Immigration Canada 

Primary Agriculture Review – Janet Krayden CAHRC 

– Survey being sent to 540 producers with farms, all are family  

businesses. 

– Looming crisis on farms due to labour shortages, problems. 

– One seasonal SAWP job creates two full time positions. 

– If no SAWP then potential of 100,000 full time jobs being 
lost. 

LMIA's and Audits 

– 29% under audit, 11% of LMIA's being held up due to 

potentail audit. 

– Major effects to businesses. Potentail losses and suicide 

tendencies 

Research Projects 2018 -Agricultural 
Demonstrations of Practices and Technologies  

(ADOPT) 
 

The goal of the ADOPT program is to accelerate the 
transfer of knowledge to Saskatchewan producers 
and ranchers. The ADOPT program provides funding 
to help producer groups demonstrate and evaluate 
new agricultural practices and technologies at the 
local level. The results of successful trials can then be 
adopted by farming operations in the region. 
Funding is awarded on a competitive basis. Each 
producer group is eligible for funding of up to 
$10,000 per site per project to a maximum of 
$75,000 per year. Ideas for projects are always 

welcome.  Send ideas for projects to Karen at the 

SVGA office. 

 
  The SVGA is conducting 5 ADOPT projects in 2018: 
 

1) Garlic Cultivar project – a variety trial of 22 

varieties of Garlic.  The garlic was planted at 

CSIDC in Outlook in October.  Winter survival, 

number of cloves/head and bulb size will be 

assessed.  

2) Demonstration of Cultural, Bio and Chemical 

Options for the Management of Sclerotinia in 

Cabbage.  This two year project will demonstrate 

the potential to control losses to sclerotinia by 

using an array of cultural practices, bio control 

agents and new low risk fungicides.  In the second 

year, the most promising methods will be 

optimized. 

3) Comparison of Drip versus Overhead Irrigation 

for Crops Susceptible to Fungal Diseases. 

In this project, marketable yield and health 

characteristics of beans and cucumbers will be 

compared under overhead sprinkler irrigation and 

drip irrigation.  

4) Comparison of the Effectiveness of Drip versus 

Overhead Irrigation.  This project will compare 

health and yield characteristics of carrots and 

transplanted broccoli under overhead irrigation 

and drip. 

5) Demonstration of Baby Carrot Varieties – a 

variety trial of 9 nantes type carrots that are 

recommended for the baby carrot market.  

 



– CAHRC giving support for CHC in Labour portfolio 

– Looking at worker protection, research on worker profiles 
and also a report on What is Agriculture and how it affects 

people. 

– As a side note California labour wages in Ag are anywhere 

from $15 - $22 / hour. Canadian dollars quoted. 

InternationalFarm Worker Awareness Campaign – Michael Hicks – 

Hyperactive( Social Marketing Agency) 

– Public awareness project sponsored by CHC 

– Lot of negative stories regarding workers and employers. The 

film “Migrant Dreams” 2016 inaccurate. 

– There will be an 8-10 minute documentary, additionally there 

will be 30 second and 90 second segments. 

All these will be available on U Tube as well as Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 

– Need to harness social media to get the correct message 

across and also use Twitter extensively to target the 

Governments 

– The direction of the documentary is to tell the story from the 

workers' point of view where the workers are talking 

themselves. 

– It will show how employers treat and care for their 

employees. 

– It will show the differences if they were not here working. 

– It will show the benefits the workers have from working here, 

and how it applies to their standard of living in their own 

country. 

– Production has already started and will be ready by 
September 2018. 

Business Risk Management Committee- Report form Chair – see the Hort 

Council Web page. 

Business Risk Management Review – Scott Ross Canadian 

Federation of Agriculture 

– Need for review of BRM programs as they are over Ten years 

old. Reasons for this is as follows: 

– Change in farm scale dynamics 

– Farm debt and cost structures 

– Increasing complexity and diversity 

– Balance of market and production risks 

– Low trust and credibility in BRM programs 

– Partnership between industry and Government is essential to 

fully understand  

– the range of risks 

– gaps and difficulties and strength of the programs 

– look beyond existing program suite 

– status quo not acceptable  

– CFA supports a research process coordinated with the 

AgGrowth Coalition 

– One size fits all doesn't necessarily fit all 

– Question whether AgriStability continues as is, consultation 

in July 2018 

Plenary Session 

 2018 Economic Outlook for Horticulture – J.P. Gervais FCC 

– Labour market still strong 

– Unemployment rate very low – Business Investment – strong 

– Consumer debt is 171% per household – too high 

– Possibility of interest rate increase once this year. Rates can 

vary despite Bank of Canada. U.S. Rates will dictate rates 

– Likely Canadian dollar will be below 0.80 U.S. 

– Oil price steady or lower 

– Last year lower than 2016 potential for upside for 2018 

– Farmland values increased by 7.9% in 2016, annual 

percentage increase going down 

– Outlook remains positive despite interest rate increasing 

Dispute Resolution Corporation – Membership  Requirements in Safe 

Foods for Canadians– Fred Webber, President, DRC 

– DRC is a business to business dispute resolution company. 

– CFIA requires a Food Safety license as well as membership 

to DRC for shipping produce across provincial or 

international borders 

– Grade standards will changing – final standard  not finalized 

at this point 

Trade and Marketing Committee 

Report from Chair – see the Hort Council Web page. 

Growing Trade and Expanding Markets – Fred Gorrell – Assistant 

Deputy Minister AAFC 

– 8.4 billion in cash receipts for 2016 for horticulture 

– Fruit and veg growing faster than population growth 

– 2.5 billion in exports for vegetables 

– 727 million in exports for fruit 

– greenhouse is 51 % of vegetable export 

– 1.6 billion in potato exports ( french fries, processed 

included) this number is part of the overall veg export 

number 

– U.S. Is top country we export too 

– Asia – CPTPP – Japanese market looks good for cherries, 

blueberries 

– South Korea – cherries and blueberries 

– Vietnam – cherries and blueberries but frozen only 

– Protectionism is on the rise and affects trade negatively 

– Lots of things going on in the world that could affect trade 

negatively 

– 7.5 billion is goal set for exports of fruit and veg by 2025 

Industry Standards and Food Safety 

Report from Chair – see the Hort Council Web page. 

Canadian Organic Standards Review – Nicole Boudreau – Coordinator – 

Organic Federation of Canada 

– Must comply to written standards 

– Standards reviewed every five years and compare to trading 

partner standards too 

– Review process takes two years 

– Any grower, stakeholder or consumer can suggest changes 

– Supplemental nutrition is allowed for organically grown 
crops for greenhouses 

Tools to Support Grower Education and Food Safety Program 

Implementation CanadaGAP – Heather Gale – Executive Director 

CanadaAgPlus  

– Review of safety courses and how to manage risk 

– CanadaGAP developed materials for a two day introductory 

course, CanadaGAP auditors also have to take this course 



– CanadaGAP website has been totally revamped – much more 
user friendly, better search function and frequently asked 

questions section Crop, Plant Protection and Environment 

Committee 

Report from Chair – see the Hort Council Web page. 

 

Highlights of Chair's Report 

– Revaluation of lots of pest controls with the potential to lose 

up to 66% of products. 

– Thirty one reviews underway, possibility of losing controls of 
hundreds of  applications in applicaations of insecticides and 

fungicides 

– Worker exposure is biggest issue 

– PMRA is seen years behind in revaluation program – need 

more resources 

– Lack of data on lot of chemicals, hence bias towards banning 

of chemical 

– PMRA does not mandate use of safety equipment either 

reduce rate or lengthen Return into Field – non compliance is 

a potential issue 

Innovation in Crop Protection – Maria Trainer M.D. Croplife 

– Pesticides are most heavily regulated 

– Changes in revaluation are impacting pesticide choices 

– Major products are being removed 

– PMRA's primary roles are 1) pre market regulatory 

assessments 2) promote and verify PCPA regulations 

– Over 360 revaluations are required in the next ten years 

– Changes in EU will trigger special reviews of chemicals in 

Canada 

– Issues with process 

– Limited Stakeholder engagement 

– No opportunity to have input until decision is made  

– No collaboration with other Review Organizations except 
EPA 

Plant and Animal Health Strategy – Pierre Bilodeau CFIA  

– Mandate - Govern economic growth and protection of human 

health and environment 

– System is founded on prevention 

– Networking with other ministries 

– Multifaceted body including CHC representing all facets 

Plant Health Science Networking 

– Lots of diversity  so need to have common data base from all 

facets of he network 

– New Sydney centre for plant health – has $80 million funding 

for state of the art centre – will bring stake holders together to 

collaborate together 

Agriculture and Agri Food Canada – Science to support Plant Protection 

for the Horticulure Sector – Dr. Della Johnson 

– AAFC is largest employer of research scientists, 447 

scientists, 268 scientific professionals 

– Have the most number of scientists in the horticultural sector 

– Twenty research stations, eleven dedicated to horticulture 

– AAFC support of horticultural crops has funding through 
CAP, cluster funding as well as individual projects funded 

privately 

– Productivity is primary focus within projects 

– Focusing on Bio control agents to address pests 

– Focus on greenhouse crops – health and environment at 

Harrow Ontario 

– Focus on reducing chemical controls for bugs and disease. More Bio related 

products being developed and tested Vegetable Committee 

Report from Chair – see the Hort Council Web page. 

Highlights of Chair's Report 

– Exports are up but at a cheaper price. 

– Innovation fund being funded by taking 1/10 of 1% of 
AgriInvest. Starting in Quebec then the plan is to expand it to 

the rest of the country within the next two years. 

– Issues with reevaluation of  chemicals for pest control 

especially with the likelihood of some being taken off the 

market. 

Grades Matter – Importance of Grade Standards – Luc Mougoet DRC 

– Important to have due to inspection services and handling 

disputes 

– DRC has taken over grade standards 

– Review of current standards 

– Industry to be consulted, when change happens then need to 
update inspection manuals 

– Timeline to have new standards by 2020 

– Need volunteers to represent commodities for new standards 

Study on Export Potential for Fruits Vegetables to the US – Eric Lassard 

– Marcon 
Report was petitioned by the Quebec Caucus 

– Potential to double exports to the United States – 75 
individuals from seventy one organizations 50% from the 

United States participated in the survey 

– North East of US has highest consumption per capita for fruit 

and vegetables 

– Ethic groups, Asian and Hispanic will spend more on fruit 

and vegetables 

– Consumption will increase at a rate of 0.7% per year due to 

population growth 

– Fruit an Vegetable production is decreasing at a rate of 0.4% 

per year 

– Demand for organic products is outstripping supply 

– In California 300 types of crops are grown year round with 

80% of water going to crops and livestock 

– Fruits and vegetables are the most profitable use of available 

water resources 

– Salinity could become a problem due to the massive 

extraction from ground sources during drought years 

– Producers tend to supply direct to store in the US 

– US retail structure is less concentrated than in Canada 

– US open to purchasing from Quebec 

– Organic crop demand is growing 10- 15 % per year 

– US import growth at 4.75% per year – relates to 1.8 billion 

pounds of product per year 

Novasource – Update on Linaron 

– Final decision by PMRA in 2019 

– EU deregistered Linaron last year 

– Work done so far, pr-emergent- ok, post emergent – not 

allowed – EPA looking at reregistering Linaron  

Committee of the Whole:  Twenty four Resolutions were passed and 

appointments of committee heads completed. Meeting was adjourned. 

    Respectfully Submitted,  

Bob Purton  
President  

Saskatchewan Vegetable Growers Association 

 


